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I love the Big Apple Knitters Guild annual luncheon! I 
think I’ve been to almost every one since I joined 
seven years ago. I even remember one year when I 
was on a business trip and came straight from my 
flight home to the restaurant. At the luncheon we get 
to see fellow members in a festive environment. We 
always learn something new from the guest speaker, 
the food is abundant and delicious, and then, there’s 
always the goody bags! 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Three photos left and above: Views of the restaurant and BAKG 
knitters engaged in conversation and (of course) knitting at the 
Annual Luncheon. Photo: copyright Robin Platzer/Twin Images 
 
 
Our 2018 luncheon, held on September 29 at Tony’s 
di Napoli, was no exception. From the fresh Tricolor 
Salad to the creamy Tiramisu, there were enough 
sumptuous Italian dishes to feed an army of hungry 
knitters. Our guest speaker Melanie Falick candidly 
shared the story of her career change, and how 
important she believes creativity is in everyone’s life. 
Her story actually had special meaning for me, as I 
reflected on my decision a few years earlier to retire 
from a job that I felt just wasn’t creative enough. 
 
 
 

(L to R) Guest speaker Melanie Falick with Rosa Gentile and 
Helene Young. Photo: copyright Robin Platzer/Twin Images 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



But back to the fun. Melanie helped us by judging  
the entries in our traditional luncheon contest, for 
which there were wonderful prizes.  
 
And speaking of prizes, every one of our 100+ 
attendees went home with a goody bag full of 
knitterly delights. Yarn, needles, books, patterns—
the contents of every bag were a little different, 
which just added to the excitement.  
 
 

Contents of the goody bags bring smiles Photo: copyright Robin 
Platzer/Twin Images 
 
 
$590 worth of tickets were purchased for the 50/50 
raffle, with $245 going to the winner and $240 to the 
Guild. And $665 worth of tickets were sold for the  
Gift Basket Raffle. After expenses, the proceeds 
from the luncheon totaled $2,086.69.  
 
I hope to see many of you at the 2019 luncheon. 
When you get the announcement, reserve your 
space quickly—it fills up fast! 
 
 

   
(L to R) Helene Young, Jill Eisner, Jeanne Gold (the very lucky 
winner of the raffle) and Rosa Gentile. Photo: copyright Robin 
Platzer/Twin Images 
 
 

Winners of the BAKG Annual Luncheon 
Contest 
 
 
 

      
Mary Chen and Beverly Katz, winner and runner-up in the Apparel 
category with their prizes. Photo: copyright Robin Platzer/Twin 
Images 
 
 
 

   
Lynette Gildersleeve and Kelsey Lee, winner and runner-up in the 
Accessories category. Photo: copyright Robin Platzer/Twin 
Images 
 
 
 

    
Julia Bae and Janet Kelly, winner and runner up, for the 
Household Accessories category. Photo: copyright Robin 
Platzer/Twin Images 
 
 
 



Volunteers and Contributors 
 
The success of any endeavor of the size and scope 
of our Annual Luncheon requires the involvement of 
many people. I extend my deepest gratitude to this 
year’s fabulous volunteers for their assistance: Anne 
Chubbuck, Carla D’Angelo, Susan Freeman, 
Rosa Gentile, Beverly Katz, Nancy Lee, Diane 
Levine, Elinor Lubin, Robin Platzer,  Ellen J. 
Rosen, Gopa Shah, Carren Shulman, and Helene 
Young.  “Many hands make light the work.” 
 
The following companies were extremely generous 
in donating so many wonderful door prizes and 
goody bag contents for the luncheon. Please 
express your gratitude and support by choosing 
them for your knitting needs. 
 
• A Hundred Ravens • Annie & Company • Anzula 
Luxury Fibers • Bead Biz • Berroco • Blue Sky Fibers 
• Brown Sheep Company • Crystal Palace Yarns • 
Dragonfly Fibers • Fairmount Fibers (Manos) • Indian 
Lake Artisans • Jade Sapphire Exotic Fibers • Jan 
Marek Raczkowski Studio • Knitting Fever • Knitty 
City • Leading Men Fiber Arts • Lion Brand Yarn 
Company • Lorna’s Laces • Lost City Knits • Louet 
North America • Malabrigo • Marianated Yarns • 
Mason Dixon Knitting • Miss Babs • Mohair in Motion 
• mYak • NobleKnits • Plucky Knitter • Plymouth 
Yarn Company • Pura Hilados • Purl Soho • Raisin’ 
Cane at Mt. Rutsen Studio • Rohrspatz & Wollmeise 
• Schoolhouse Press • Sirdar USA • SoHo 
Publishing Company • String Yarns • Sugar Bush 
Yarns • Swans Island • The Buffalo Wool Co. • The 
Oregon Woodworker • The Warm Ewe • WEBS  
 


